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ABSTRACT

Plastic surgery is a medical specialty that involves the restoration, reconstruction, or alteration of the human body. The primary goal of 
plastic surgery is to improve a patient's appearance and, in some cases, function. Plastic surgery can be performed on any part of the body 
and is often used to correct congenital disabilities, trauma-related injuries, and the effects of aging.

Keywords: Cosmetic surgery; Reconstructive surgery; Rhinoplasty; Tummy tuck; Breast augmentation

Mini Review

Introduction

Plastic surgery can be broadly categorized 
into two main types: cosmetic surgery and 
reconstructive surgery. Cosmetic surgery involves 
enhancing the appearance of the body by altering 
or reshaping different features, such as the nose, 
breasts, or abdomen. Reconstructive surgery, on 
the other hand, focuses on repairing or restoring 
body parts that have been damaged due to injury, 
disease, or congenital defects.

There are many different types of plastic surgery 
procedures, including breast augmentation, 
facelift, rhinoplasty, tummy tuck, liposuction, 
and reconstructive procedures such as breast 
reconstruction, cleft lip and palate repair, 
and burn reconstruction [1]. Plastic surgery 
techniques have come a long way over the years, 
and advancements in technology and surgical 
techniques have made it safer and more effective 
than ever before.

Plastic surgery can have significant physical and 
psychological benefits for patients. It can help 
to improve self-esteem, confidence, and overall 
quality of life, as well as addressing functional 
issues such as breathing difficulties or pain.

However, plastic surgery is a serious decision 
that should not be taken lightly. It carries risks 
and potential complications, and patients should 
carefully consider their options and choose a 

qualified and experienced surgeon. Patients
should also have realistic expectations for their 
results and be committed to following their 
surgeon's instructions for a safe and successful 
recovery.

There are many different types of plastic 
surgery, each with its own unique purpose and 
techniques. Some of the most common types of 
plastic surgery include:

� Breast augmentation

This procedure involves the use of implants or 
fat transfer to increase the size and volume of the 
breasts.

Breast augmentation is a type of plastic surgery 
that involves the use of implants or fat transfer to 
increase the size and volume of the breasts. This 
procedure is commonly performed on women 
who wish to enhance the appearance of their 
breasts for cosmetic reasons.

The procedure typically involves making an 
incision in the breast tissue and inserting an 
implant, which can be filled with saline or 
silicone gel. The implant is then positioned 
either behind the breast tissue or under the chest 
muscle, depending on the patient's anatomy and 
aesthetic goals.

In addition to implants, some patients may opt 
for fat transfer, which involves harvesting fat from 
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Once the solution has taken effect, the surgeon 
will use a cannula to suction out the excess fat. 
The cannula is inserted through the incisions 
and moved back and forth to break up the fat 
cells, which are then suctioned out of the body. 
The surgeon will continue this process until the 
desired amount of fat has been removed.

After the procedure, patients may experience 
some discomfort, swelling, and bruising in the 
treated area. They will need to wear a compression 
garment for several weeks to help reduce swelling 
and promote healing.

While liposuction can be an effective way to 
remove excess fat and improve the contour of 
the body, it is important to note that it is not a 
substitute for weight loss or a healthy lifestyle. 
Patients who undergo liposuction should be 
close to their ideal body weight and have realistic 
expectations for their results.

Liposuction is generally considered safe, but 
as with any surgical procedure, it carries some 
risks, including bleeding, infection, and adverse 
reactions to anesthesia [3]. Patients should 
choose a qualified and experienced surgeon, who 
can help them determine if liposuction is right 
for them, and guide them through the recovery 
process.

� Facelift

This procedure is used to reduce the appearance 
of wrinkles and sagging skin on the face, neck, 
and jawline.

Facelift, also known as rhytidectomy, is a 
cosmetic surgical procedure that aims to improve 
the appearance of the face and neck by reducing 
signs of aging, such as wrinkles, sagging skin, and 
jowls. This is achieved by lifting and tightening 
the skin and underlying muscles.

The facelift procedure typically involves making 
incisions around the hairline, in front of and 
behind the ears, and under the chin. The surgeon 
then separates the skin from the underlying 
tissue and muscles, repositions and tightens 
the muscles, removes excess skin, and closes the 
incisions with sutures.

In addition to a traditional facelift, there are also 
less invasive procedures, such as a mini facelift, 
which may be suitable for patients with less 
severe signs of aging. These procedures involve 
smaller incisions and less extensive dissection of 
the tissue.

Facelift surgery is usually performed under 

another part of the body, such as the abdomen 
or thighs, and injecting it into the breasts. This 
technique can provide a more natural-looking 
result, but may not be suitable for all patients.

Breast augmentation can be performed as an 
outpatient procedure under general anesthesia, 
and typically takes one to two hours to complete. 
Patients will need to take some time off work and 
avoid strenuous activity for several weeks after 
the procedure, as the breasts will be sore and 
swollen.

As with any surgical procedure, breast 
augmentation carries some risks, including 
bleeding, infection, and adverse reactions to 
anesthesia. There is also a risk of implant rupture 
or leakage, which may require additional surgery 
to correct.

It is important for patients considering breast 
augmentation to have realistic expectations for 
their results and to discuss their aesthetic goals 
with their surgeon. Patients should also choose 
a qualified and experienced surgeon, who can 
help them select the appropriate implant size 
and type, and guide them through the recovery 
process.

In conclusion, breast augmentation can be a safe 
and effective way to enhance the appearance 
of the breasts, and can provide significant 
psychological benefits for some women [2]. 
However, it is important for patients to carefully 
consider the potential risks and benefits of the 
procedure, and to approach it with realistic 
expectations and under the guidance of a 
qualified and experienced surgeon.

� Liposuction

This procedure is used to remove excess fat from 
various parts of the body, such as the abdomen, 
thighs, and buttocks.

Liposuction is a type of plastic surgery that is 
used to remove excess fat from various parts 
of the body, such as the abdomen, thighs, and 
buttocks. The procedure involves making small 
incisions in the skin and using a special suction 
device called a cannula to remove the fat cells.

Liposuction is typically performed under general 
anesthesia and can take one to four hours 
to complete, depending on the extent of the 
procedure. The surgeon will begin by making 
small incisions in the skin and injecting a solution 
of saline, adrenaline, and local anesthetic into the 
targeted area. This solution helps to numb the 
area and reduce bleeding and swelling.
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general anesthesia, and the procedure can take 
several hours to complete. After the surgery, 
patients may experience some swelling, bruising, 
and discomfort, which can be managed with 
pain medication and cold compresses.

While facelift surgery can provide dramatic and 
long-lasting results, it is important for patients 
to have realistic expectations for their outcomes. 
The procedure cannot stop the aging process, 
and patients will continue to age naturally after 
the surgery. Additionally, facelift surgery carries 
some risks, such as bleeding, infection, and 
adverse reactions to anesthesia.

It is important for patients to choose a qualified 
and experienced surgeon, who can help them 
determine if facelift surgery is appropriate for 
their needs, and guide them through the recovery 
process [4]. Patients should also follow their 
surgeon's instructions carefully and maintain a 
healthy lifestyle to optimize their results.

� Rhinoplasty

This procedure involves the reshaping and 
resizing of the nose to improve its appearance 
and function.

Rhinoplasty, commonly known as a nose job, 
is a cosmetic surgical procedure that aims to 
improve the appearance and function of the 
nose. The procedure can be used to address a 
range of concerns, such as a hump on the bridge 
of the nose, a drooping or upturned nasal tip, 
or breathing difficulties caused by a deviated 
septum.

The rhinoplasty procedure typically involves 
making incisions either inside the nostrils or 
on the columella, which is the skin between 
the nostrils. The surgeon will then reshape the 
underlying bone and cartilage, and may remove 
or add tissue to achieve the desired result.

In some cases, the surgeon may use cartilage 
grafts from other parts of the body, such as the ear 
or rib, to provide additional support or volume 
to the nose. Once the reshaping is complete, the 
incisions are closed with sutures or dissolvable 
stitches.

Rhinoplasty can be performed under local 
anesthesia with sedation or under general 
anesthesia, depending on the extent of the 
procedure. The surgery typically takes one to 
three hours to complete, and patients will need 
to avoid strenuous activity and wear a splint on 
their nose for several weeks to aid in the healing 
process.

While rhinoplasty can provide significant 
improvements in the appearance and function 
of the nose, it is important for patients to have 
realistic expectations for their results. The final 
outcome will depend on several factors, such as 
the patient's nasal anatomy, skin thickness, and 
healing ability.

Rhinoplasty carries some risks, such as 
bleeding, infection, and adverse reactions to 
anesthesia. Patients should choose a qualified 
and experienced surgeon, who can help them 
determine if rhinoplasty is right for them, 
and guide them through the recovery process. 
Patients should also follow their surgeon's 
instructions carefully and maintain a healthy 
lifestyle to optimize their results.

� Tummy tuck
This procedure is used to remove excess skin 
and fat from the abdomen, resulting in a flatter 
and more toned appearance.

A tummy tuck, also known as abdominoplasty, 
is a cosmetic surgical procedure that aims to 
improve the appearance of the abdomen by 
removing excess skin and fat and tightening 
the underlying muscles. The procedure is 
often performed on patients who have lost a 
significant amount of weight, or who have 
excess skin and weakened abdominal muscles 
due to pregnancy or aging.

The tummy tuck procedure typically involves 
making an incision across the lower abdomen, 
from hip to hip, and sometimes around the 
belly button. The surgeon then separates the 
skin from the underlying tissue and muscles, 
removes excess fat and skin, and tightens the 
abdominal muscles. The remaining skin is then 
pulled down and sutured into place, and the 
belly button is repositioned, if necessary.

In some cases, liposuction may be used in 
conjunction with a tummy tuck to remove 
excess fat from the surrounding areas, such as 
the hips or flanks.

Tummy tuck surgery is usually performed 
under general anesthesia, and the procedure 
can take several hours to complete. After 
the surgery, patients will need to wear a 
compression garment to help reduce swelling 
and support the healing process.

While a tummy tuck can provide significant 
improvements in the appearance of the 
abdomen, it is important for patients to have 
realistic expectations for their results. The 
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procedure cannot guarantee a specific weight 
loss or body shape, and patients will need to 
maintain a healthy diet and exercise regimen to 
optimize their results.

Tummy tuck surgery carries some risks, such 
as bleeding, infection, and adverse reactions 
to anesthesia [5]. Patients should choose a 
qualified and experienced surgeon, who can 
help them determine if a tummy tuck is right 
for them, and guide them through the recovery 
process. Patients should also follow their 
surgeon's instructions carefully and maintain 
a healthy lifestyle to optimize their results.

Discussion

While plastic surgery can be an effective way to 
improve a patient's appearance and confidence, 
it is not without risks. Like any surgical 
procedure, plastic surgery carries the risk of 
complications such as bleeding, infection, and 
adverse reactions to anesthesia. In addition, 
the results of plastic surgery are not always 
predictable, and some patients may experience 
unsatisfactory outcomes.

It is important for patients considering plastic 
surgery to do their research and choose a 

qualified and experienced surgeon. Patients 
should also have realistic expectations for 
their results and be prepared for the recovery 
process, which may involve pain, swelling, 
and limited mobility.

In recent years, there has been growing concern 
about the overuse and misuse of plastic 
surgery, particularly in the context of 
unrealistic beauty standards perpetuated by 
social media and other forms of media. 
Some argue that the normalization of 
plastic surgery as a way to achieve these 
standards can be harmful, as it can lead to 
a culture of body shaming and unhealthy 
self-image.

Conclusion

In conclusion, plastic surgery can be a valuable 
tool for individuals looking to improve their 
appearance and self-confidence. However, it 
is important to approach plastic surgery with 
caution and to consider the potential risks and 
benefits carefully. Ultimately, the decision to 
undergo plastic surgery should be made with 
the guidance of a qualified and experienced 
surgeon, and with the patient's overall health 
and well-being as the top priority.

References

1.	 Rollin H, William A. Hudson Bronchial
Obstruction: Its Diagnosis and
Treatment. Radiology 22, (1934).

2.	 World Health Organization. Global
Surveillance, Prevention and Control
of Chronic Respiratory Diseases: A

Comprehensive Approach. Geneva, 
Switzerland: World Health Organ, 1-147 
(2007).

3.	 Murray CJ, Lopez AD, Mathers CD, et
al. The Global Burden of Disease 2000
project: Aims, Methods Data Sources 36, 
1-57 (2001).

4.	 Devine, JF. Chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease: an overview. Am 
Health Drug Benefits 1, 34-42 (2008). 

5.	 Martinez, Jose Antonio Baddini. “Not 
all that wheezes is asthma!” Jornal
brasileiro de pneumologia: publicacao 
of Soc Bras Pneumol Tisilogia 39, 518-
520 (2013). 

https://pubs.rsna.org/doi/abs/10.1148/22.3.339
https://pubs.rsna.org/doi/abs/10.1148/22.3.339
https://pubs.rsna.org/doi/abs/10.1148/22.3.339
https://colinmayfield.com/public/PDF_files/The Global Burden of Disease 2000.pdf
https://colinmayfield.com/public/PDF_files/The Global Burden of Disease 2000.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4106574/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4106574/
https://www.scielo.br/j/jbpneu/a/dpqh9MzkdQnSCRyTQd8r7Rx/?lang=pt
https://www.scielo.br/j/jbpneu/a/dpqh9MzkdQnSCRyTQd8r7Rx/?lang=pt
https://www.scielo.br/j/jbpneu/a/dpqh9MzkdQnSCRyTQd8r7Rx/?lang=pt



